B.A.T.D. Conference 2009
North American Sadie Simpson Highland Scholarships 

October 9th, 10th and 11th, 2009

A Time to Rejuvenate, Make Connections and Socialize with Friends

     This is a weekend jam packed and well orchestrated with tests, workshops, classes, meetings and social events. The atmosphere is a little tense on the day of the scholarships with teachers and dancers reviewing theory and putting those finishing touches on the solo dances and outfits. The candidates had their dance class and carefully attended to their instructor, Christine Aitken. Off they went to their written exam and then presented their solos which all conference attendees were invited to view. It was wonderful to see such a wide array of solos with so many types of music and dance movement configurations. We have to thank the judges who had to come up with the winners. Throughout the day all the participants of the conference just learned and learned and learned. The Scholarship winners were announced and it was time to relax.
     Friday evening gave the parents, teachers, judges and examiners the opportunity to meet and get to know each other a little better. Fun was had by all and it was wonderful to see everyone relax and make new connections within the dance community. 

     Oh how early the bell tolls for the first of many informative workshops. There were two full days of workshops for the dancers. These dancers had the opportunity to learn from the best of the best in their Dance Associations such as Christine Aitken and Christine Lacey who addressed the Jr And Sr Championship steps and Scottish National and Timing for the Jig and Hornpipes. Bill Trook led the workshop on Perfecting Movements in all four highland dances which inspired many dancers to take a second look at their basic movements and master the technical part of them through new eyes. Joe Wallin graced the dance floor while teaching the Step dancing that everyone enjoyed and yes was again a workout for all. Graceful movements, body alignment and control were taught in the Ballet Workshop by Kimberley Glasco. Oh to see all of these skills brought together in our dancers would truly make them world class dancers. 
     This brings us to the professional members who were given the opportunity to see all of these workshops. They were all saying I hope these dancers understand the wonderful opportunity they are experiencing. Please, please listen. The teachers will celebrate the, “ Did you know  from their student…… about something that has been shown to them before but is said in a way that clicks with this dancer. As the professional watches the workshops they acquire different ways to explain a movement or transitions from one step to another to try back at the studio. The learning is never ending. This list goes on to include Shelagh Connolly who trained the participants in the warm ups and musical theatre while  Lynne Erbrick led the Scrutineering workshops. 
     Joy Tolev and Diane Krugh  ran this professional conference and saw that everyone was well looked after throughout the whole event. The banquet on Saturday Night and the Champagne Brunch topped the whole weekend off. I would encourage everyone to attend this event yearly. Look out for the brochures and Keep on Learning.
SHARON CASEY

